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With urbanisation progressing at
an exponential rate and the Earth
pushed to its limits by relentless
exploration and consumption of
natural resources in pursuit of
developed lifestyles, climate
change and global warming are
now critical issues for the world
at large. In Hong Kong, the government
and numerous organisations are
working hard on conservation-related
issues and awareness-raising. Yet
for alumnus Dr William Yu Yuen-ping,
Chief Executive Officer of World
Green Organisation, environmental
protection needs to go beyond

traditional  values like  ‘less
consumption”, “waste reduction” and
“recycling”. To evolve into
sustainable development, he

believes, conservation must be
integrated with the economy and
people’s livelihoods.

From multinational
to environmental NGO

Dr Yu graduated from CityU with
a BA (Hons) in International
Business (First Class). He worked
in multinational companies for
more than 10 years. Then, at the
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peak of his business career, he
decided to embrace a new
challenge: a PhD in Energy and
Environment at the University of
Cambridge. In the course of a few
years, Dr Yu morphed from an
executive into an expert on
energy, environment and climate.

Before heading to Cambridge,
Dr Yu made a promise: “I had seen
how the energy crisis has
precipitated global warming,” he
said. “When | come back, | told
myself, | want to contribute to the
well-being of the planet.”

Alleviation of poverty
amid conservation

On his return to Hong Kong, Dr Yu
thus became fully engaged in
conservation, initially as Head of
the Climate Programme at the
World Wide Fund for Nature. A
highlight of his four-year stay at
the non-governmental organisation
(NGO) was inspiring the
widespread adoption of the
international Earth Hour initiative
in Hong Kong to emphasise the
need for energy saving among
companies and individuals.

In 2012, he founded his own NGO,
World Green Organisation, to put his
vision of conservation into practice.
“Traditional views on environmental
protection have become obsolete,”
Dr Yu noted. “l started my own
organisation to raise awareness of
more contemporary concepts in
Hong Kong, such as carbon
emissions, carbon footprints, and
energy poverty.”

This in turn led to exploration of
issues such as how to alleviate
human poverty to advance
conservation and the reallocation
of social resources. Being able to
recognise and prioritise people’s
needs, especially those of the less
well off, is particularly important
when determining sustainable
development strategies, he said.

Dr Yu terms his own organisation
a provider of environmental
solutions rather than a pressure
group. He visits grassroots
communities to understand their
lives and needs. He also donates
energy-saving appliances, daily
necessities and food to “energy-poor
families”, protecting the planet on
the one hand, and helping to
improve people’s lives on the other.



Wiser allocation of society’s
resources could easily reduce
today’s wasteful ways, Dr Yu noted.
With the prospect of soaring
healthcare expenditure to cope
with the city’s ageing society, for
example, he organised the Green
WALK Hong Kong event in 2016 to
urge people to walk more to
enhance their health and decrease
carbon emissions.

Cross-sector
collaboration

With his international business degree
and wide-ranging experience in
multinational corporations, Dr Yu
is also well equipped to understand
corporate concerns when designing
conservation programmes  and
helping to publicise sustainable
activities. “Conservation is no longer
an independent agenda item but
one that requires joint expertise and
input from a variety of fields and
perspectives to make a significant
and effective impact,” he said.

In addition to his CEO role at World
Green Organisation, Dr Yu currently
works as an Adjunct Professor at
CityU, teaching business ethics,
sustainable risk management and
related subjects to draw attention
to environmental protection issues.
“This is another type of cross-sector
collaboration!” he said.

Dr Yu (left), Mr Wong Kam-sing (centre), JP,
Secretary for the Environment, and Mr Lo Bing-chung
(right), Director (Corporate Communications and
External Relations) at The Link, donate food at
the “Linking Food Waste with Love - From the
Golden Age to the Greens” launch ceremony.
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Dr Yu calling on government officials and
departments to work together to make Hong
Kong a liveable and healthy city at Green WALK
Hong Kong 2016.
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Dr William Yu (third left) takes part in the first
annual Green WALK Hong Kong, with primary
school students and other participants in Central.
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