|’Il‘\&tlll{| by o ol Performed by

A

AV
=

ERNI=IH
NATIONAL CENTRE
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

O p cra An Opera Production of National Centre for

Hong Kong the PerformingArts of China

BEREE o EER AR

ﬁl"-':

:J[A
| J’%J JH

Sat & Sun E,ﬁ/ \]S_i H 7:30pm
Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre & &3 1L A BIRR

Tickets Zf8: $980, $620, $420, $320, $180

Performed in Putonghua with Chinese and English Surtitles
EiEaE PRXTR

Title Sponsor. Opening Perfonmance “Title Sponsor, Closing Perfommance Olficial Airline Sponsor Ofticial Hotel Sponsm
R - 4 T - MR HEhER o RIE R
.‘.
The Tung Foundation \@, HON%K%«; AIRLINES DORSETT REGENCY
EEERREESS R &= ERBRTEDE

Fulty Supported by SuppOrting Sonsar Official Oceun Carrier
5 @ L W Akl et AR A ]
7 =
Mercedes Benz *‘?\4&‘? AESMD ROLEX

plar e | e s ® % ca ".‘-_’Lacannsn
HKT UBS g,
R KB R (1 ki e MR AR 4 T S = We take it personally o< h i met s
Suaegic Partners ol NCPA of China Exclusive Timepicce of NCPA ol China '



Hong Kong tenor, with grand-seal

Iraviata, Turandot, Carmen, The Mattiag

Werther, Don Carlo, The Magic Flute, Poet Li Ba Mano ohéme and Dr. Sun
Yat-sen. Apart from operas, the ¢ampany has also presented the musical
Jinsha, as well as concerts, includifig Samson and Delilah, the Yellow River
Cantata and Opera Highlights, Mozart Requiem and Favourite Arias, Lido
Changyong Recital, Denyce Graves Recital, Opera Gala Concert, Musical Gala
Concert, Verdi's Messa da Requiem, Ode to Beethoven, Gong Dongjian Recital
and Celebrity Fundraising Concert; and Operas and Musicals for Families as
part of the education and outreach programme. Opera school tours, summer
schools and master classes are held regularly to reach the young population.
Opera Hong Kong Chorus and Opera Hong Kong Children Chorus were
established in 2004 and 2008 respectively and are becoming recognized forces
in the local choral scene.
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Lei Lei &

Lei Lei is one of the members of the National Committee of CPPCC, a National
Class One Composer, the artistic director of China Oriental Performing Arts
Group, and the director of China Musicians Association. Lei has composed 2
pieces of instrumental music works, 16 sound tracks, over 150 pieces of TV series
music, and 3 pieces of stage play music. Among them, theme songs and music
for Four Generations under One Roof, A Police in Plain Clothes, Longing, Stories
from the Editorial Board, and A family in Shanghai created a sensation. Lei has
received numerous awards including Flying Goddesses Award for Outstanding
Music, Golden Shield Award for Best Composing, Decade Golden Songs in New
Period (first place), Most Memorable Song Award on the 40th Anniversary of
the Founding of PRC, the 1st Prize of the “2nd Contemporary Youth's Favorite
Songs Award" and of the 1st Theme Songs Competition.

Composer {E#H
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Zou Jingzhi is a poet and a playwright. His poems exerted extensive influence
in the 1980s. He has published numerous literary works including poems,
essays and novels which have been translated into many languages. Zou
dabbled in films and TV series creation in the 1990s, with influential works
including Emperor Kangxi’s Incognito Travels, The Fragrance from Flowers of
Chinese Scholar Tree in May, Love in a Fallen ity, Ji Xiaolan (co-writer) and the
movie Riding Alone for Thousands of Miles (directed by Zhang Yimou),

winning many awards. He also began to write theatric works, including opera
The Banguet, drama [ Love Peach Blossoms, The Lotus Flower, and The
Playground, and opera Xi Shi (produced by NCPA, composed by Lei Lei and
directed by Cao Qijing), and the recent movie The Grand Master.

Librettist {55!
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Chen Xinyi B & {7

Chen Xinyiis a prolific director who has been actively engaged in the creation
of theatrical drama for 60 years. In 2007 she was honoured by the State
Coundil with ‘Drama Artist with Outstanding Contribution to China’ A
National Class One Director, she has created 100 stage works, in addition to
drama, opera and Peking opera, she has also been involved in musical drama,
children’s play and regional traditional apera. Her excellent productions have
own her many prominent prizes, incuding 14 Wenhua Awards by the
Ministry of Culture, Five-One-Excellent Works Award and Cao Yu Drama
Literature Award. Her work (as playwright), the Huangmei Opera Lady of
Huizhou has been awarded Cao Yu Drama Literature Award.

Lulia B5%

As the music director of the Verona State Opera; tﬁe artistic divector of the Tenerife
Symphony Orchestra, and the artistic director’and p’n‘ncipal conductor of the
Philiarmonic Orchestra of Macao, Lu Jla has conducted nearly 2,000 concerts and

at Rossmls hometown Pesaroin thesame year

Director 5%
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Yuan ChenyeasChengYing  FRASEY i 722 | Baritone BHE

Baritone Yuan Chenye’s clear, supple voice and his ability to BEBHERMNNEURAAR=ZAEHEEE B2
portray vastly different characters have earned him international ~ REHFHE - EREEFR (FE) « (REX)

acclaim. He has played lead roles in Rigoletto, La Traviata, Don (B - BERY ~ CGHHEXY - CEFXRDTEE) -

Giovanni, Falstaff, La Bohéme, Lucia di Lammermoor, Faust, Carmen CEsmEY ~ C2EEY ~ (FF) -~ (BEEZE)

and L'Flisir d’Amore. He was a winner of the 1994 International & o {1994 F T K HT B EpE R L5 L JRAY 2 18 -

Tchaikovsky Competition, and the recipient of First Prize in the it 2 X7r WIS AR R &ELEFRANIBEE - TIE1994F S
1994 Mirjam Helin International Singing Competition, and First ~ BRKF| i35 M EIFERF S L I8 B FHE — 2 K 1998
Prize and Audience Choice Awards in the 1998 Eleanor McCollum FARBARE RS RE—RRBERTEHL
Competition. E—F o
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SunLiaschengYing — THER i f288 Baritone B E

Astudent of renowned professor Guo Shuzhen, Sun Li won the first prize BRHMEER LA TREREERREHET RN H
in the 39 China International Vocal Competition in 2005 and made his B WEENSFE=EHEEERELRE—REH
debut with the China National Opera House as Enrico in Lucia di ¥ o R E AR RREITAEH (REREBAEIHT)
Lammermoor. He has since played Figaro in /| Barbiere di Siviglia, | Conte MERER—A  MRRSEAANREINEMEE ' 8
di Luna in // Trovatore, Marcello in La Bohéme, Dapertutto in Les Contes I (ERMIREeN) AIBME - CHEEEA) AEBHA
d'Hoffmann, Kamac in Le Roi d'¥s and Seikyo in Tea. In 2008, Sun B CEEXDSE) HENE - (TERENEE) ER
travelled to Egypt and performed the role of Ping in Turandot. His It (BE) HEERRER (X)) HEES - W8ERK
performance as Xiangyu in Farewell My Concubine won Sun the Wenhua EiMgRE (HBE) HTEZRED - t7El (BF
Award in 2010, At Leo Nucci's Master Class in June 2010, Nucci praised BMEY BYIEZD @ MBS LRSS TICEEE L o 201056 ¢
Sun's technique was “so perfect [it] amazes him.” EEREEAAMRLE - SHERFENES TIEREE
SfMEF ! 4
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Warren Mok aszhaowu  SEEE(R & #uat l Tenor BB S

World-renowned Hong Kong tenor Warren Mok has been making frequent guest ~— HEMGEHAMNBHBEZNER o f2AYH
appearances in many leading opera houses throughout the world. His operatic ~ PE{TIZIE R AR B AE ZHLRIFR o MBS
repertoire exceeds 60 roles including Calaf in Turandot, Rodolfo in la Bohéme,  MEIAEHB/TE @ HhRIE (EMIED

Radames in Aida and many others. In recent years, Mok is very active in the promotion BFHik v CEEBXKRGEE) MBEX

of western opera and music in the Mainland and has established Opera Hong Kong. He (P{REY PRORIEIBINE - REKESETE
is currently the Artistic Director of the Macao International Music Festival and Opera AitiEEtERA SRR RZTYE o M AHE
Hong Kong. Mok was awarded a Medal of Honour by the Hong Kong Special Adminis-  BERBIRE » TR A APIEEE LA R EHEH
trative Region in 2011, World Outstanding Chinese Award in 2010, and both Cavaliere  HBIBRRIEEATARES - 01 FHFEMR LK WEBL
dell'Ordine della Stella della Solidarieta ltaliana (Knight of the Star of Solidarity of ~ EREXATZXRRMNEE » R2010SF 2 M tH 57 £ HH BE
italy) by the Government of Italy and Chevalier dans |'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres A B€ » 43 FC 142008 2 48 M A K BUTF HR 5
(Knight of the Order of Art and Letter) by the Government of France in 2008. FrEXFmE2E28TME, REABEKA
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Zhang Yingxiaszhaowu SRE[E # #R ‘ Tenor BEE

Zhang Yingxi, tenor at Washington National Opera, received his Masters ~ 5RZESE @ AEISLBRIELTHRL R R - WREFMATH
Degree from the China Conservatory in 2005. He has been a member of ~ ALBEE ART » A AFPEM—AF - EMFEXRIFE R
the Washington National Opera’s Domingo-Cafritz Young Artist ~ FXBIFRWHITER - MAPEI X LR W EHED o
Program and studied with Placido Domingo. Zhang has appeared as HMBEEARE (FE) ' Eit/EHBREIE (FiXSai
title role in Les Contes d'Hoffmann, Gianni Schicchi, Macbeth, Salome, ~ ZBY ~ (GRRHEER) - (FERA) - (FEE=X) - (&
Madama Butterfly, La Bohéme, Don Giovanni, La Traviata, Turandot, A #¥EkA) ~ CEFBAKTEE) - (B BERY ~ (X
view of the bridge, Farewell again, Cambridge, Revival Road and  {EZX) ~ (HWZ) - ERBRUP (BLE) - (B
original Chinese opera Farewell My Concubine. He haswon severalprizes  BIERAS) « (ERZIEY RIPEESIABIEE (51D

and honors in national and intemational opera competitions. Zhang o RRTEILEESR "EEEXAE,  HRAFEA

ted _fygthemnatonservatory. HEXFLEE " RERPHIGEE , - KT EEEIR
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Yao Hong as Princess Zhuang Ji

Yao Hong, a famous soprano from the Mainland, is a National Class One Performer.
She has won First Prize at the “Concord’ International Opera Competition in
Marseilles and two Wenhua Awards by the Ministry of Culture. In 2001, she
performed with the Three Tenors in the Forbidden City, Beijing. In 2006 she
successfully created the title role in new opera Du Shiniang and sang with José
Carreras in the gala performance entitled' Classical Xi'an’. She performed the role
of Liti in Turandot in productions including a collaboration of Shanghai Opera
House and Zurich Opera House, and also a production directed by Zhang Yimou in
Paris and Munich. Her resounding, sweet voice and her strong stage presence are
impressive to the audience.
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albe.
Zhou Xiaolin as Princess Zhuang Ji

Zhou Xiaolin is a young Chinese talent to watch in the opera world. She has given
recitals in Tokyo and Osaka, and participated in productions of La Bohéme, Carmen,
as well as contemporary Chinese operas Poet Li Bai and A Village Teacher. Zhou was a
soloist in Mahler's Symphony No. 2 conducted by Vladimir Ashkenazy, and
Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 conducted by Lorin Maazel. Zhou was a winner of the
New Voice International Competition in Germany, as well as a top winner of the
Anna and John J. Sie Award at the Bel Canto International Opera Masterclass with
legendary tenor Carlo Bergonzi. She also won the first prize in the China Music
Golden Bell Voice Competition. A graduate of Central Conservatory of Music in 2006,
Zhou Xiaolin is currently a member of the Song and Dance Troupe of the General
Political Department.
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Soprano X 55
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One of the preeminent mezzo-sopranos on the International scene, Liang Ning
has appeared in many of the world's leading opera houses, including The
Metropolitan Opera, Berlin State Opera, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Royal Opera House
in Covent Garden and Bavarian State Opera, among others. Roles she has
performed included Cherubino in Le Nozze di Figaro, Dorabella in Cosi Fan Tutte,
Rosina in /f Barbiere di Siviglia, and the world premlére of Tan Dun's The First
Emperor. She has also collaborated with Gluseppe Sinopoli, Riccardo Muti and Sir
Colin Davis. Liang was a winner of many competitlons, including the Luciano
Pavarotti International Voice Competition.
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Liang Ning asMaishu SR i %5 | Mezzo-soprano ZHE
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Tian Haojiang as Gongsun Chujiu

Tian Haojiang has sung in NCPA's production as Timur in Turandot and H

Basilio in /f Barbiére Di Siviglia. Tian has appeared at the Metropolitan
Opera for nineteen years and has performed worldwide in over 40 operas.
Recent highlights include Turandot (Metropolitan Opera), Poet Li Bai
(Hong Kona), Don Carlos (Belgium Royal Opera), Turandot (directed by
Zhang Yimou), Aida (San Francisco Opera), modern opera The Memory
Palace of Matteo Ricci (Hong Kong), and Taiwan’ new original opera
Painting Souf (world premiere). In 2010, PBS made a feature programme
Along the Roaring River: My Wild Ride from Mao to the Met for him. Wiley
has published his English autobiography with the same title.
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Succeeding the operas Xi Shi and A Village Teacher, The Chinese Orphan, is another original
opera produced by NCPA based on a Chinese story.

The Chinese Orphan has been staged in various forms of theatrical arts. The great French
writer Voltaire made an adaption called Lorphelin de la Chine, and thus brought it to the
western world. In A Historical Study of the Drama in the Song and Yuan Dynasties, Wang
Guowei dlaimed that "The Chinese Orphan and Injustic to Do E. . .would not seem inferior
even when arrayed alongside the world's great tragedies.” Some even compares 7he
Chinese Orphan to Shakespeare's masterpiece Hamlet. In Register of Proper Tones in a Reign
of Peace and Prosperity, the book on dlassic Chinese operas that possesses the most
academicvalue, The Chinese Orphanis called "a plum blossom in the snow"; which precisely
highlights the aesthetic conception and value in this tragedy.

In 2011, NCPA picks the story of The Chinese Orphan, a world known dlassic in Chinese
traditional culture, and presents, in the westemn operatic form, a grand theme through
China's spiritual concept and aesthetics. This production aims to revive the great princip
of honor and duty, emphasize the Chinese value of “laying down one’s ife fora just ca

highlight the traditional spirit possessed by righteous Chinese and give'the world a ;

spiritual cognition of China.
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NATIONAL CENTRE FOR

THE PERFORMING ARTS OF CHINA

_ Appearance

i National Centre for the Performing Arts (NCPA) of China is a silver giant building with a

'- . total area of 217.5 thousand square metres. The large shell surface consists of over 18,000

= titanium plates and more than 1,000 super-white transparent glasses. The delicate
combination of these two kinds of materials produces a vision effect that looks like a stage
curtain sliding open slowly.

NCPA is surrounded by a gleaming artificial lake with an area of 35.5 thousand square
metres, Like a clear mirror, the lake embraces the great shiny building and reflects its
beautiful image.

Out5|de the artificial lake lies a green belt with a total area of 39 thousand square
meﬁ‘es :which provides a tranquil space for the entire building and protects it from the
Taf 'emisé in Chang'an Avenue. The human-oriented designing philosophy brings a

,{g_‘ | galden into the crowded city and enables anyone to get an easy access to it and

)f. lllﬁ%rammc it
51 35 1"*‘ Fr!eflmdncﬂon of Performances

| b The padormances staged in NCPA Include. opera, ballet, symphony, Chinese traditional
L ‘music, chamber music, solo, drama, Chinese traditional operas and large-scale singing
and daiﬁ]n@ ‘show, etc. These performances are high in artistic value, diverse and
.hlghbmw With -the standpomt and pursmt of emphasizing sophlstlcated arts as well as

to supervise the quality of productions. The companies that have gave
, from home or abroad, stand for the highest level of various performing

ing Opera, western and Chinese opera, drama and dance drama, which
ts strength in art creation and its awareness of brand making.

Uration, NCPA attaches the greatimportance to its function of art education
The Education and Outreach Department and the Resource Centre

id the most modernized national-level
and production. Construction and
y rising and reviving China in the field
-Art and For China” and the vision
Hall, Leader of Art Education, the
thange, Important Base for Cultural
gf among [nternationally-renowned
stich demands.
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SYNOPSIS &X 55

K l||l—.|

~ schemeiand causes the King of Jin to kill the whole clan of Zhao's family of a total of 300 people.

Zhao's daughter-in-law, Princess Zhuang Ji, who is excluded from the massacre, has given birth to a child. Failing to beg humble the doctor Cheng Ying to protect her

son, the princess commits suicide. Cheng Yingis deeply moved and finally promises to save the Zhao

3 lineage. Tu learns that the orphan has been out of the palace. He orders to kill all the babies in the
state within three days. After a discussion with Gongsun Chujiu, a loyal but elder minister of the Jin
State, Cheng decides to sacrifice his own son and Gongsun sacrifices himself to save the orphan and
other babies. Then Tu takes the orphan as his adopted son. Cheng does not tell anyone about the
truth and suffers the misunderstanding of disloyalty for 18 years. After the orphan has grown up,
Cheng tells him the truth and the orphan assassinates Tu successfully. Cheng Ying has kept his
promise to the princess in the end.
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c _ih:eiéfoiy is'set in the Jin State during the Spring and Autumn Period, the vicious minister Tu Angu can not get along with the loyal minister Zhao Dun. He devises a
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10% discount for purchase of 10-19 standard tickets; 15% dlscoun or each purchase of 20 or m
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- The presenter reserves the right to replace artists at short notice in the event of the said performer(s) |

» The programme runs approximately 2 hours and 45 minutes, including one intermission, For age 6 or above
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Room 1907, Pacific Plaza,

410 Des Voeux Road West, Hong Kong
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Tel T5%: 2234 0303 Fax {§H: 2234 0505
Email &3B: enquiry@operahongkong.org
Website §34it: www.operahongkong.org



